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Suzanne Clayson  
Dear Colleagues, 
 
The year 2020 has brought new challenges and opportunities.  As we face the re-
strictions of a worldwide pandemic, I have felt extreme gratitude for you, my col-
leagues in Nevada, and our counterparts throughout the country.  Many individuals 
and associations have devoted time and resources into helping others face the Covid
-19 crisis. It’s impressive and heartwarming to see the speed and ability our commu-
nity has to adapt to new circumstances and the willingness within our association to 
help each other.  
 
During these unprecedented times of COVID-19, it might be especially helpful to 
check the NMTA Facebook page for continued updates about Association events and 
as a forum for discussing any tips or questions you want to share about teaching 
within our group. 
 
Our parent organization, MTNA, in the wake of the unprecedented need to cancel 
the national conference, is putting all the presentations online free of charge.  I can’t 
wait to use some of my time at home to enjoy hearing from a variety of expert peda-
gogues!  They also have a resources page specifically targeted to current challenges 
for music teachers. The Frances Clark Center, Zoom, and many others, are offering 
free or discounted instruction and assistance for online teaching. I have learned a lot 
from some of their generous offerings in my first week of all online teaching!  It sur-
prised me how enjoyable the online experience was for me and my students.  Thank 
you to many Individual teachers for spending time helping each other and your stu-
dents!  If you need some direction with a few important basics of online teaching, 
start by scrolling down for tips from one of our experienced members. 
 
The NMTA Conference scheduled for June 6 at UNLV is tentatively still scheduled.  
Our presenters are amazing! I would love to be able to connect personally with each 
of you if at all possible.  We will keep you appraised of any needed changes.  LVMTA 
and NNMTA are doing a wonderful job updating members of changes in local festi-
vals and competitions.   
 
As the quarantines and social distancing have disrupted many lives, I’ve thought 
again about the wonderful benefits of learning a musical instrument.  Music can be a 
source of strength and peace for us personally and for our students.  It offers bene-
fits for our minds, for our emotions, for our sense of structure and well-being.  What 
a great asset you as music teachers can be for our community! 
 
As many of the billboards along the now dark Las Vegas Strip say:  Stay Strong, Be 
Safe! We will get through this together! 
 
My best wishes to each of you, 
Suzanne Clayson 
 

From the President . . . UPCOMING DATES AND 
EVENTS 

 
June 6 , NMTA Annual  

Conference, 
UNLV 

 

 

 
 
 

Note from the editor: This news-
letter goes out as pdf, which can be 

enlarged for easier viewing. 
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Competition Report 
Jee Wong 

 
 
The following students from the state of Nevada are representing the Southwest Division to 
compete in the MTNA National Performance Competition:  
 
Elizabeth Hebing (student of Camella Cao), MTNA Competition Southwest Junior Woodwind 
representative, and  
Phillip (Seungu) Kim (Student of LaDonna Young), MTNA Competition Southwest Senior Voice 
representative.   
 
Because of the cancellation of the MTNA National Convention, the competition is now moving 
to an online audition format instead of live audition.  We wish both the best and looking for-
ward to their performances in the Nevada State Conference in June.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Piano Forum 
Spencer Baker 

 
The annual PIANO FORUM, which was to take place at UNLV’s Doc Rando 

Recital Hall on Saturday, April 25 from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm. 
has been postponed due to the coronoavirus situation until Fall Semester 2020. 
This will become a rehearsal opportunity for the MTNA state competitions held  

in the Fall as well. 
 
 

I hope you are all well, safe and healthy. 
#StayHomeforNevada 

 
If you have any questions please contact: 

Dr. Mykola Suk mykola.suk@unlv.edu 
Dr. Timothy Hoft: timothy.hoft@unlv.edu 
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Online Piano Teaching 101: 
 Six Simple Steps to Improve Video Quality 

(Without calling your internet provider) 
 

by Valerie Bates, NCTM 
 

Did you know that teaching an online lesson can be like making a TV show without a production crew? Why? 

Because a live video lesson has multiple components, and you alone are the video crew. Technology has made 

online teaching much more user friendly, but sometimes frustrating issues arise. Would you like to improve the 

quality of your video lessons? Was the audio delayed or the picture less than clear? Read on for simple steps to 

improve online lessons so you can focus on creating music. 

 

Before we start, please keep in mind that each situation is unique and there are numerous variables that affect 

video streaming quality. Some are easy to fix (and free), others are more complex and may require additional 

technical skills. This article will address a few basic adjustments that I have found to be helpful in my online pi-

ano teaching. These tips have come to me over the years from research, collaboration, and various technical 

support advisors. Simple changes may be all that is needed for a noticeable improvement. 

 

Pre-lesson checklist: 

 

Am I using the most current electronic device at my disposal? Processing speed can improve exponentially with 

each release, especially in the area of video streaming. 

Am I using the latest update on my device? On my video software? Software is fluid and often interdependent. 

Keeping devices updated prevents bugs and glitches from dragging down efficiency. 

Am I running any other apps in the background? Is my student? Closing other windows on electronic devices 

frees up processing speed much needed for streaming video feeds. (Sometimes students find they have over 

20 windows open...) 

Is anyone else in either location streaming or working online at the same time? Depending on available band-

width, you may need to be the only person online during the video lesson, (especially if the other person is 

gaming or watching Netflix!) 

Are there other activities going on in the background? Any external noise and video (conversations, ringing 

doorbells, even rustling papers or footsteps) adds to the processing required by your device and software. 

Try to keep the background as quiet and calm as possible, especially if using the built in microphone. Muting 

the microphone on your device while students play may also help. 

Is my device plugged in? Running on battery power (only) can affect the processing speed and audio/video qual-

ity. 

 

Before your next lesson, why not try to complete this checklist? You may be pleasantly surprised at how much 

your online lesson quality improves. 
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Keynote Speaker for Conference 

Marie Lee 

The Nevada Music Teachers Association is thrilled to announce De Ann Letour-
neau as our keynote speaker for our 2020 conference at UNLV on June 6th! 

Please click here to sign up! https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080e4babad22a6ff2-nmta3 

Bio: De Ann Letourneau is the Concertmaster of the Las Vegas Philharmonic. Her 
first solo appearance was at age 16 with the Milwaukee Symphony. Later, Win-
ning First Prize at the International Starling Violin Competition in Aspen, CO. She 
was then invited to become a student of Dorothy DeLay at the University of Cin-
cinnati-College Conservatory of Music where she was a Starling Young Artist. 
She has also studied and worked with several great teachers during various sum-
mer festivals, and through the year- Josef Gingold (IU), Mimi Zweig (IU-summer), 
Jascha Brodsky (Curtis, ENCORE), Efim Boico (FineArtsQuartet), James Buswell 
(NEC), Gerald Fishbach(UM), David Cerone (CIM,ENCORE). 
DeAnn has concertized as a soloist, clinician and chamber musician throughout 
the US and Europe on both violin and viola. Her professional orchestral career 
began at age 16 and she has been one of the few female concertmasters in the 
US for over 20 years. She has been awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award and 
several Congressional and Local Honors for her passion and work with Youth and 
the Arts in virtually every city she has lived. 
Her teaching career rivaled her performing career. She started a full violin pro-
gram in Dayton Ohio in 1990, with the help of Maestro Isaiah Jackson through 
the Dayton Philharmonic. This was her first teaching job and through this, her 
love of working with young musicians was born. Her core belief in teaching is 
that ANY level student is capable of ANY level outcome if they are dedicated, 
motivated and given the proper tools and information to achieve their personal 
goals. 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4babad22a6ff2-nmta3?fbclid=IwAR36TSob7P7fxQFkWPW8mcurbB28fW9n64Rb3DfxbblMeUcJjjygiwlxcY0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4babad22a6ff2-nmta3?fbclid=IwAR36TSob7P7fxQFkWPW8mcurbB28fW9n64Rb3DfxbblMeUcJjjygiwlxcY0
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Featured Speaker at Conference, De Ann Letourneau , Concertmaster of the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic  
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News from the North 
Amy Jahn,  
Acting President 
 
 
 
Boy, have things have changed for NNMTA since our last 
state newsletter in February!  Sadly, we had to cancel our 
annual Membership Appreciation Brunch scheduled for 
March 13 and have canceled our Upper Festival/Young 
Artist Event scheduled for April 18-19.  The Lower Festival 
scheduled for mid-May may be next on the chopping 
block, but we haven’t made a final decision on that yet.   
 
We will continue with NNMTA business as best we can 
going forward, but obviously some changes will need to be 
made as we work to adapt to the changing environment 
we’re all facing right now.  We will probably use Zoom for 
upcoming board meetings, but other events will need to 
be canceled or put on hold until the powers that be tell us 
it is safe to resume group activities.   
 
I hope everyone is staying safe and positive during these 
uncertain times.  The good news is, we all have in-home 
entertainment and now have lots of time to engage in our 
love of making music, maybe getting to spend more time 
on our own playing than we normally would.   
 
Sending you all lots of musical thoughts. 

 
 

 

 

 

Local Chapter Updates 

News from the South 
Marlene Meagher, President 

 

Hello, everyone.  I know all of you are busy finding your own 
ways to cope with the Covid_19 pandemic quarantine. 
I personally have been creating on-line lessons and assignments 
for my school orchestra classes. It has not been as difficult as I 
anticipated however it has been extremely time consuming. I 
have been fortunate to not lose any of my private piano stu-
dents.  Video learning has been a breeze with some students 
and a challenge with others. I am sure you can relate. 
 
Our spring festival season has been turned upside down.  The 
Musicianship Chairs made the tough decision to cancel the 
event for 2020.   Any seniors who would have earned a trophy 
this year should have their teachers contact Laura Friedlander 
or David Skouson, Festival chairs, for information on possibly 
earning their final trophy. 
NFMC Jr. Festival is proceeding in a new direction.  As of now 
teachers have the choice of:  
1. Canceling and getting a refund of their entry fees 
2. Doing a live remote performance on May 2 through Zoom  
3. Uploading a video that needs to be submitted by May 2.  
 
Laurie Swain, festival chair, has worked continuously to provide 
this opportunity for those who still wish to participate.  
The LVMTA closing social is scheduled for May 28, 2020. At this 
time we are uncertain if the event will take place but for now 
we are keeping it on the calendar. l will keep you updated. 
 
During this uncertain time, we must remain optimistic,  
be creative, and keep moving forward.  It is my hope that your 
studios are still running and that you are safe and healthy. 
Reach out to any of us on the LVMTA board if we can help you 
with anything. We can at least provide a supportive voice to talk 
to. 
 

Stay Positive. This will pass. 
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